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(Continued on page 9)
Fort Riley chapel is part of the Main Post Historic District. Photo courtesy of Ft. Riley.
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Fort Hood Spring Cleanup activity as part of Earth Day 2000 celebrations. Photo courtesy of Ft. Hood.
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   How NEPA saved an elephant. It’s been a while since
President Nixon signed the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA) into law. The law has not changed, but its
value has escalated. The point of NEPA is really two-
fold: 1.) for federal decisionmakers to consider every
significant aspect of the environmental impact of a proposed action before that
action takes place and; 2.) to ensure that the federal agency informs the public
that it has indeed considered environmental concerns in its decisionmaking
process. In order to implement NEPA, the military services have developed
policy, guidance and regulations to explain when and how NEPA applies to
their installations. It is left up to individual posts, camps, stations and bases to
apply NEPA to their decision-making process. The local application of NEPA
has proven to be a good tool for preserving and protecting resources over and
over again. This brings us to the elephant.
   My former installation was in the process of repairing its range roads. These
gravel roads carry heavy tracked vehicles to and from ranges and firing points,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The repair project would require a new earth
“borrow area” to be established to provide more fill material than was available
at the repair site; our installation SOP required that all new DPW work orders
to be reviewed by the post’s environmental office for NEPA applicability. This
process kept the installation out of hot water before, and this time it would save
an elephant. These NEPA reviews usually resulted in a “categorical exclusion”
(CX) document being written. Full blown Environmental Assessments (EAs)
and Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) were very rare. The road repair
project was evaluated as a CX.
   To make a long story short, the post’s archeologist and I inspected the
borrow area for environmental impacts. During the process we discovered bone
fragments from an extinct mammoth that had died 20 to 30 thousand years
before. This elephant fell on the very spot that was designated for the road
repair “borrow area.” The fix was easy. We found another site
that would meet our construction needs and the post protected
the mammoth site for future study. The road got repaired and the
Army saved an elephant from becoming “road kill.”
   The NEPA process enables installation commanders to
protect natural, cultural and archaeological resources. This
incident is not unique to this experience. It happens all the time at
DoD installations. NEPA is working! It’s all our jobs to con-
stantly communicate to all tenants and installation activities
NEPA’s role in doing the right thing and how it can be accomplished at our
installations. Keep looking for those elephants!          �
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NE

KS MO

TX

NM

LA

IA

OK AR
DoD REC Region VII

Army REC Region VI

Army REC Region VII

CREO
Nine State Area of

Responsibility
CREO Calendar
DoD REC Region VII

Army RECs Regions VI & VII

7/11 Southwest Strategy SIWG Meeting,
Albuquerque, NM

7/18-19 Southwest Strategy Tribal/Federal
Workgroup Mtg., Santa Fe, NM

7/18 RAB Fort Riley, KS

7/24-27 DoD Indian Cultural Communication
Training, White Sands MR, NM

7/27-28 Missouri DNR Environmental
Conference, Osage Beach, MO

8/4 Army Environmental Center Change
of Command, APG, MD

8/8 Southwest Strategy Tribal/Federal
Workgroup Mtg., Phoenix, AZ

8/13-15 ECOS Meeting, Anchorage, AK

8/15 Army Storage Tank Work Group
Mtg., Colorado Springs, CO

8/16-17 Army Water Issues Work Group
Mtg., Colorado Springs, CO

8/21-24 Joint Service P2 & HW Conference,
San Antonio, TX

8/24 Texas P3 Meeting, San Antonio, TX

8/28-9/1 Southwest Strategy Tribal/Federal
Relation Training, Hon Dah, AZ

9/7 CWAP FACTS Meeting,
Osage Beach, MO

9/8-9 Missouri Watershed Conference,
Osage Beach, MO

9/12-13 KDHE Annual Meeting, Topeka, KS

9/13-15 Region VII P2 Roundtable,
Topeka, KS

10/11 Missouri Military Environmental
Group Meeting, location TBD

10/14-18 Texas Recycling Summit-Coalition
2000, Houston, TX
CREO Contacts
CREO Chief/DoD Region VII REC

Michael Cain - (816) 983-3449
Army REC Region VI

Bart Ives - (816) 983-3450
Army REC Region VII

Steve Scanlon - (816) 983-3445
Regional Counsel

Gary Zolyak - (410) 436-1275
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1999
Department of the Army

KEITH L. WARE AWARD

Third Place
Category B

Army-Funded Newspapers, Small

Environmental Monitor
Army Central Regional Environmental Office

JOHN G. MYERS, JR.
Major General, GS
Chief of Public Affairs

LOUIS CALDERA
Secretary of the Army
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(Continued on page 8)
Phase I
“Screen”

Via Phase II
“Analyze”

Via

State Law
REO
AEC

State
Regulation

REO
AEC

REO/AEC
MEDIA

MANAGER
“SO WHAT

TEST”

MACOM

JAG

Forts

AEC

REOs

State Legislature

State Regulation

Phase III
“Act”

S-RAMP Process
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(Continued on page 9)
Air is injected under pressure into the aquifer from the horizontal well — a process called
air sparging.  The dissolved trichloroethylene is stripped from the groundwater as it comes
in contact with the air.  The contaminated vapors move upward and out of the aquifer
where they are collected by soil vapor extraction wells.
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(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued on page 10)
   Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark once again
stand atop a bluff overlooking the confluence of the Kansas
and Missouri Rivers – just as they did nearly 204 years
earlier. Only this time, their images have been cast in
bronze by sculptor Eugene Daub. Captured as well are
other key members of the party: Sacagawea - the expedi-
tion’s Native American guide of the Shoshoni tribe; York -
the only African American on the expedition; and Captain
Lewis’ trusted servant; and Seaman – Lewis’ beloved ca-
nine companion on the historic journey.
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Fort Riley (continued from page 1)
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KCDCOE (continued from page 4)
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Posing at the ceremony for the Blaine NAD Project are, L-R: Arbor Drinkwine - KCDCOE,
Rich Johannes - Woodward-Clyde, Vickie Murth - NDEH, Dale Moeller - KCDCOE, Mirek
Towster - KCDCOE, Vincenzo Crifasi - KCDCOE, and Wayne Smith - Woodward-Clyde.

Photo courtesy of KCDCOE
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Lewis & Clark (continued from page 5)
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USGS (continued from page 7)
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Ft. Hood Earth Day (continued from page 4)
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Fort Hood Earth Day 2000 sign. Photo courtesy of Ft. Hood.
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MTBE (continued from page 6)
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